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was defined as one who was born in the State of Hyderabad or resided there continously for
fifteen years and had given an affidavit that he abandoned the idea of returning to his native
place. Even after the formation of Andhra Pradesh, the Mulki rules continued to be in force
in the Teiangana region. As these rules stood in the way of the people of the Andhra region
to compete for the posts, their validity was challenged in the High Court. A full bench of tho
High Court by a four-one majority held that the Mulki rules were not valid and operative after
the formation of Andhra Pradesh.
But on an appeal by the State government, the Supreme Court declared on the 3rd of
October, 1972 that the Mulki rules were valid and were in force. The judgement created a
great political crisis in the State. The people of the Andhra region felt that they wore roducod
to the status of second class citizens in their own State capital. They felt that the only way to
uphold their dignity was by severing their connection with Teiangana and started a movement
for the separation of Andhra region from Andhra Pradesh.
As the agitation continued, President's rule was imposed in the State on the 18th of
January, 1973. Finally, a political settlement was arrived at under the aegis of the Central
government, A 'Six-Point' formula was agreed upon by the leaders of the two regions to
prevent any recurrence of such agitations in future. The Six-Point formula included (1) tho
abolition of Mulkt rules and the Teiangana regional Committee and (2) the establishment of a
Central University at Hyderabad to augment educational facilities.
In the General elections held in February, 1978 for the A.P. Legislative Assembly, tho
Congress Party swept the polls by capturing 175 out of 294 seats. Dr. M. Channa Roddi
became the sixth Chief Minister of A.P. on the 6th of March 1978. He announced that separate
Teiangana was no longer an Issue. Owing to some factional squabbles in the party, Or,
Channa Baddy resigned in October, 1980 and was succeeded by Anjaiah, who remained in
offce only for one year and four months. In February 1982, he was replaced by Bhavanam
Venkatarama Redd!, who in turn was replaced by K. Vijaya Bhaskar Reddy in October 1982.
Thus Andhra Pradesh was administered by four Chief Ministers in four years.
Emergence of 'Telugu Desam'
Frequent changes of the Chief Ministers by the Congress High Command created
dissatisfaction among the people. Taking advantage of the popular discontent against tha
leaders of the Congress Party, N,T. Rama Rao, a leading figure of the Telugu film world,
announced tha formation of a regional party called the Telugu Dasam', The party became
so popular that In tha General Elections held to the A.P. Legislative Assembly on the 5th of
January, 1983, It could win 202 seats in a house of 294. The Congress Party could secure
only 80 seats. Rama Rao became the tenth Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh on the 9th of
January 1983.
Rama Rao failed to maintain rapport with Nadendla Bhaskar Rao, his colleague in tho
Cabinet. The latter succeeded in getting the dismissal of Rama Rao's ministry on the 16th